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{ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ bŜǿ 
Bishop and New Vicar 

 
St Peterôs is witnessing two momen-

tous ceremonies inside three 

months. On 19th September 2009 

the new Bishop of St Albans, The 

Right Reverend Dr Alan Smith, com-

menced his Inauguration by process-

ing from St Peterôs.  He became the 

tenth Bishop of St Albans.    

The second ceremony is the Institu-

tion and Induction of Anne Holl-

inghurst who will become the 7th 

Vicar of St Peterôs in the last one 

hundred years, and its first ever fe-

male incumbent. This will take place 

at 8.00pm on Tuesday 12th January 

2010 at St Peterôs.  Anne will be fully 

in her post from that point and her 

first services will be at 8.00 am and 

9.30 am on 17th January 2010. 

 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 

 
   Christmas Eve,  24th  December 
 
   оΦллǇƳ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /Ǌƛō {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
   6.30pm Carol Service 
   11.30pm Midnight Mass 
 
   Christmas Day, 25th  December 
 
   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
   9.30am Holy Communion 
   11.00 am Mattins 
 
   See page 7 for  musical  events 

Dr Alan Smith, wearing the mitre, 
in procession to St Albans Abbey, 

and also pictured below  

The Revôd Canon Anne Hollinghurst 
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Margaret Tinsley 

 

 
I write as we approach Advent, and 
the start of a journey through that 
season of waiting and expectation, 
through to the joy of Christmas, and 
to another journey of discovery - 
that of the wise men that we recall 
at Epiphany. I am conscious that I, 
along with my husband Steve, will 
ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƛƴ 
Manchester, and conclude it in St 
Albans at Candlemas. 
 
I am also conscious that it has been 
ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎΣ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ Ψŀƴ 
ƛƴǘŜǊǊŜƎƴǳƳΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ  
 
 

chapter in parish life. We are 
looking forward very much to 
meeting you all and to our 
journey joining with yours. As we 
make our way down south, we 
will not be following a star from  

Anne Hollinghurst on 
The Journey Ahead  

the East, but the M6/M1 from the 
North West! However, please pray 
for me as I prepare to leave 
aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ 
call to St Albans. You are already 
very much in my prayers. 

Our new Vicar 

Steve Hollinghurst 

Last week, halfςterm, like every 
school holiday, meant a 240 mile 
journey north to visit my mother. In 
those trips I seem to have become 
familiar with every vagary of the A1. 
There are the areas which are 
always busy, quieter sections, parts 
which are scenic, stretches where 
the condition of the road surface is 
crying out for repair and the 
inevitable disruption from road 
works. The journey home is usually 
done late in the evening. The road is 
quieter, but too often there are 
major diversions and always a 
significant difference between the 
lighted and unlit sections. 
 
A journey provides an excellent 
illustration for life itself. There are 
the pleasant, untroubled sections 
where we move along happily 
without disturbance; there are the 
rough patches and there are times 
when our whole life seems troubled,  

where it is difficult to keep on 
course, where the outlook 
seems dark. Then there is the 
emergence into light and a 
feeling of security. 
 
What applies to life in general 
surely applies to our journey of 
faith. There are the times when 
we easily feel confident and  

ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ 
and  the difficult times when the 
going is hard but is helped by the 
faith and hope in that divine 
grace and the belief that we will 
move forward into the light. 
 
This must apply too, to our 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎΦ 
Together, in the last few months, 
we have made a demanding 
journey, although we know we 
have been greatly supported by 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ bƻǿ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ 
forward to the next stage, to 
!ƴƴŜΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΣ 
and a smoother road. 
 
The metaphor of a journey is 
particularly relevant in the season 
of Advent, as we go through that 
season of penitence and 
preparation in readiness for the 
joy of Christmas. Margaret 

A Reader Writes 
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This is an interesting moment in the 

history of St Peterôs and the Anglican 

church more generally.   During 2009 

St Peterôs Parish Church Council 

(PCC) voted not to vote on resolutions 

established by the Anglican church in 

respect of the ordination of women.  

Despite the General Synod of the 

Church of Englandôs decision in 1992 

to allow the ordination of women, a 

measure containing these resolutions 

was introduced to allow congregations 

who disagreed with womenôs 

ordination to vote not to accept 

women in various priestly roles.  For 

example, the possible resolutions 

distinguished between not accepting a 

woman as a minister presiding at Holy 

Communion, and not accepting a 

woman as the incumbent or as a team 

vicar.   

The PCCôs meeting at which this 

unanimous decision was made 

immediately followed the Parish 

Annual General Meeting which also 

very clearly indicated its acceptance 

of the possible selection of a female 

incumbent.  As everyone knows by 

now the outcome of the selection 

process was that Anne Hollinghurst is 

to be St Peterôs first woman 

incumbent.  Of course,  St Peterôs has 

benefited from women priests and 

readers  leading church services for a 

good many years, and the decision 

not to vote was natural.  

{ƻ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ 
very warm welcome to its first 
female incumbent just at the time 
chosen by the Roman Catholic 
church under the leadership of Pope 

Benedict XVI, to announce that it is 
to allow Anglicans to join an 
óordinariateô that brings them into full 
communion with Roman Catholics 
while retaining elements of their 
Anglican identity.   The Popeôs move 
allows Anglicans who quit over 
women priests to seek immediate 
unity with Rome, and appears to 
open the way for other Anglicans 
who are uncomfortable with the 
ordination of women and/or women 
bishops to transfer.  At the same 
time, despite the General Synodôs 
decision in July 1998 to allow 
women bishops on the same basis 
as male bishops, the Church of 
Englandôs órevision committeeô trying 
to make sense of women-bishops 
legislation, caused a furore in 
October 2009 by announcing that 
substantive provision should be 
considered for those in the Anglican 
church who are unable to accept the 
authority of women bishops. 
 
This is not the place to rehearse the 
arguments for and against women 
priests, and arguably at St Peterôs 
such a practical discussion is now 
distinctly passé.  The arguments 
between the ótraditionalistsô and 
more conservative evangelical wing 
and the óprogressiveô and more 
liberal wing of the Anglican church 
rage on. They fill web page after web 
page, and column after column in 
the Church Times.  The 
traditionalists are accused of gender 
discrimination, while at least some of 
them hold their positions because of 
the historical and theological 
perspectives to which they genuinely 
subscribe. They are also accused  of 
not adapting to modern conditions 
and norms. The liberals are accused 
of ignoring the inviolable nature of 
the priesthood of Christ Himself and 
intolerance towards  
 
 

some of their fellow Christiansô 
deeply held views. Although I 
can appreciate that some will not 
agree with my position on this 
subject, and whilst I find some of 
the scriptural evidence and 
traditional or historical arguments 
to be intriguing discussion 
material, I do not find them to be 
a barrier to me accepting women 
priests.  
 
My personal experience of 
women priests is a positive one. 
Our best friends are a couple 
with whom we graduated in the 
late 1960s.  In more recent years 
our friend Sue (she has the 
same name as my wife) was 
ordained at Llandaff Cathedral in 
Wales. We were there and when 
we visit them we participate in 
Holy Communion services 
presided over by Sue in her local 
church.  The experience is 
always a very warm one and Sue 
adds her own particular rich 
qualities to these services.   She 
has had her difficulties being 
accepted by some male priests 
in South Wales and I admire her 
for her persistence in the face of 
adversity.  
 
This takes absolutely nothing 
away from our own excellent 
male priests, but I feel a similar 
sense of warmth, acceptance 
and admiration for those women 
who preside over services at St 
Peterôs.    

Women Priests - bƻǘ ŀƴ LǎǎǳŜ ŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 

In this article, editor Dennis Parker, 
explains that women priests are not 
an issue as far as he is concerned, and 
ƴƻǊ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǊ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ ŀ 
recent Parish Church Council  
meeting. This is against the backdrop 
of continuing argument about the role 
of women in the Anglican church, and 
a recent and related, surprising 
announcement by the Roman Catholic 
church. 

If you feel that you would like to 
contribute a commentary piece for 
The Key in which you can express 
an opinion on an important issue, 
and you also feel able to do so, then 
please communicate with the 
Editors about your ideas in good 
time for the publication of future 
editions - ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
details on the back page. 
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Mesmerising Choir Receives 
Standing Ovation in Berlin 

 

 

Choir trips are always enjoyable socially, as well as musically, and this trip 
enabled all the singers to get to know each other better and have fun 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŘ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ bƛŎƪȅ ²ŜōōΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
somewhat subdued start; though all choristers were very excitable by the 
time we boarded the aircraft. The accommodation in Schwanenwerder 
was superb, with acres of outdoor areas and a lake for the children, plus a 
 
 

Lƴ WǳƭȅΣ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪŜŜƴƭȅ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ǘƻǳǊ ǘƻ 
Berlin where they combined two memorable performances with 
an opportunity to see the German capital and to participate in fun 
and bonding activities. Here Katharine Goddard recalls the 
experience. 

sang from the raised stalls down to an 
appreciative audience of Berliners and 
tourists. The second concert was in 
aŀƴǳŜƭŀ tŜǊǊȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ǘ 
{ƛƳŜƻƴΩǎΦ IŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ 
standing ovation. The trip was a new 
experience for several chaperones ς 
Annie Apsey, Joop Brouwer, Ian Hope 
(old hand now) and Katharine Goddard 
ς and we were all thrilled that Nicky 
was able to join us half way through. 
¢ƘŜ ǘƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
without the musical expertise of Nick 
and Alex Flood, plus the hard work of 
Nicky, Tim for the music, Manuela and 
her father, Günter. Thanks must also 
go to Reg Bristow and Ruth Garman, 
plus the PCC and the congregations for 
their support. 
 
Fond memories include having fun on 
the pedalos; writing on the Berlin wall; 
ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ bǳƴŎ 5ƛƳƳƛǘƛǎΤ WƻƻǇΩǎ ¢ŀƛ /Ƙƛ 
classes and Julian climbing over a 
fence in the middle of the night 
because he thought the hotel gate was 
locked! 
 

 
three star hotel for the men and older choristers. 
 
On the first day, chaperones and children headed to Tropical Island, a 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ½ŜǇǇŜƭƛƴ ƘŀƴƎŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ ƭŀƎƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ ΨǎŜŀΩΣ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
five water flumes. The second and third days were set aside for music. 
The first concert was in the prestigious Kaiser-Wilhelm-Gedächtnis-Kirche 
with its iconic steeple and blue windows. The choir was mesmerising and  

Kaiser-Wilhem-Gedächtnis-Kirche 

Awaiting departure at Berlin airport 


