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Charities benefit through music -

ma k

A number of local, national
and overseas charities have
recently been the
beneficiaries of funds raised
through concerts and giving
at St
and Unity Committee, whose
task it is to annually select
worthy charities, identified
eight such charities which
have now received
donations. The thriving and

Peter 6s.

ng and

on-going lunch-time concert
programme organised by
Tony Edwards has been very
successful in raising funds for
Grove House Hospice. The
hospide hatso bidnefitesl ifromm
the excellent
Dayeso
2009 which succeeded in
raising a significant sum of
money. Full details are given
on pages 6 and 10.

Springtime in the churchyard is to be more colourful

from now on

- see more in this edition of The Key

Spring 2009

concert

gi vi ng

In this issue:

2 The Vicar writes
6Al |

h e
3 n dDawdaﬁﬁeat'aau s,teps

St Peter

website
6 Concerts thrive
7 Junior church goes green

8 Advent Carol Service

10 Charitable giving

12 Nativity Play 2008

14 The EChurc
ship for Psychical and
Spiritual Studies

15 Choirds B

16 Grove House Midnight

Walk



The vicar writes ...

With the departure of David Brentnall as
Vi car of St Peter 6s, |
Ri dgeway contributes ouUt
writesdé sl ot for this

Il t6s all i n a Name

It will not be very long before we will be celebrat-
ing Easter, the most important festival of the
Christian Year. Although for many Easter is just
enjoyed as a celebration lasting one day, the fes-
tival only takes on its true significance when it is
kept in the context of the days leading up to it.
These days have rather odd names. Maundy -
Thursday and Good Friday are rather strange |
terms as is the name of Easter itself.

| am often asked the question of why Good Fri-
day is so named when it is the day when we re-
me mber JesusO6 executio
this was not a good deed so why refer to the day
as good. In Anglo Saxon times the day was N
known as 6Long Fridayo befReyq DavidRidgeway,RurglDgan, o | y
long services which were held on that day. Many

churches still have the tradition of holding a three ] ]

hour service on this day. By the Middle Ages the Perhaps the most obscure name associated with
name of Good Friday had been substituted. This the great 'fest.lval is the name of Easter itself. St
name was almost certainly imported from Ger- Bede writing in the early elghFh century declared
many, where the expr est8a Hgnamedadibgen defvedyfom gy of a
probably derived from @oddsss.tEasie afigr whpm the month iswhiehy s
Friday), was already i nEassteer dolols Faqd alagemorid yl
haps a more appropriate name for the day when Thl_s name is associated with a number of words

we commemorate God6s demonst rYAiehsignfy dawn or ghe gagan goddesses who

l ove for wus in Chri st o8ersenfydhatevent fq exgmplg the, CregkiEog p e

Cross. and the Roman Aurora. The name Easter is
therefore associated with the dawn and new

The day before Good Friday has been kept as a beginnings. | can t_hin'k. of no better a_lssociz_altion for
memorial of Jesusd | as heexeqypichsignifes the new lifeyvgich Gogdy o
fourth century. It was however much later, during Prings through the death and resurrection of

the Middle Ages, that the day acquired its popu- Christ.

lar nickname of Maundy Thursday. This name is _ _
thought to derive from lWsB Yoy g &olywled and @ happy prdidqyfuls
which gifts were given to the poor. It is also pos- Easter.

sible that the name is derived from the

6mandatumbé or final set of instructions given |
Jesus to the disciples at the Last Supper. David Ridgeway







