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Charities benefit through music -
making and giving at St Peterôs 

A number of local, national 
and overseas charities have 
r e c e n t l y  b e e n  t h e 
beneficiaries of funds raised 
through concerts and giving 
at St Peterôs.  The Mission 
and Unity Committee, whose 
task it is to annually select 
worthy charities, identified 
eight such charities which 
h a v e  n o w  r e c e i v e d 
donations. The thriving and 

on-going lunch-time concert 
programme organised by 
Tony Edwards has been very 
successful in raising funds for 
Grove House Hospice. The 
hospice also benefited from 
the excellent óAll Hayle to the 
Dayesô concert in January 
2009 which succeeded in 
raising a significant sum of 
money. Full details are given 
on pages 6 and 10.  

Springtime in the churchyard is to be more colourful 
from now on  - see more in this edition of The Key  
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The vicar writes ... 

Itôs all in a Name 
 
It will not be very long before we will be celebrat-
ing Easter, the most important festival of the 
Christian Year. Although for many Easter is just 
enjoyed as a celebration lasting one day, the fes-
tival only takes on its true significance when it is 
kept in the context of the days leading up to it. 
These days have rather odd names. Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday are rather strange 
terms as is the name of Easter itself.  
 
I am often asked the question of why Good Fri-
day is so named when it is the day when we re-
member Jesusô execution on the cross. Surely 
this was not a good deed so why refer to the day 
as good. In Anglo Saxon times the day was 
known as óLong Fridayô because of the unusually 
long services which were held on that day. Many 
churches still have the tradition of holding a three 
hour service on this day. By the Middle Ages the 
name of Good Friday had been substituted. This 
name was almost certainly imported from Ger-
many, where the expression óGute Freytangô, 
probably derived from óGottes Freytagô (Godôs 
Friday), was already in use. Godôs Friday is per-
haps a more appropriate name for the day when 
we commemorate Godôs demonstration of his 
love for us in Christôs agony and death on the 
cross. 
 
The day before Good Friday has been kept as a 
memorial of Jesusô last supper since the late 
fourth century. It was however much later, during 
the Middle Ages, that the day acquired its popu-
lar nickname of Maundy Thursday. This name is 
thought to derive from the ómaundsô or baskets in 
which gifts were given to the poor. It is also pos-
sible that the name is derived from the 
ómandatumô or final set of instructions given by 
Jesus to the disciples at the Last Supper. 
 

 

With the departure of David Brentnall as 
Vicar of St Peterôs, Rural Dean David 
Ridgeway contributes our  regular óThe Vicar 
writesô slot for this edition of The Key. 

Perhaps the most obscure name associated with 
the great festival is the name of Easter itself.  St 
Bede writing in the early eighth century declared 
that the name had been derived from that of a 
goddess, Eostre, after whom the month in which 
Easter fell had been dubbed the óEosturô-month. 
This name is associated with a number of words 
which signify dawn or the pagan goddesses who 
personify that event, for example the Greek Eos 
and the Roman Aurora. The name Easter is 
therefore associated with the dawn and new 
beginnings. I can think of no better association for 
the event which signifies the new life which God 
brings through the death and resurrection of 
Christ.  
 
I wish you a Holy Lent and a happy and joyful 
Easter. 
 
 
David Ridgeway  

Revd. David Ridgeway, Rural Dean  




