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As part of this issue of The 
Key we turn the clock back ex-
actly one hundred years and 
reflect  on the preoccupations 
of the life in St Peterôs Parish 
in 1908 - and ask ourselves 
how similar are they to those 
of 2008 ? 
 
At a glance you could perhaps 
be forgiven for concluding that 
the headline above reflects 
some of the concerns of 2008. 
In fact they are issues which 
exercised the minds and ac-
tions of St Peterôs clergy and 
parishioners in 1908.  
 
Apart from the issues head-
lined above, our predecessors 
were heavily engaged in chari-
table activities, caring for the 
poor, and contributing to the 
funding of overseas missions.   
As now, women appear to 
have been particularly active 
through the Motherôs Union 
and various womenôs groups. 

 

Climate change, population  
migration and raising funds 

for church buildings  

St Peterôs tower 
proudly displaying 
its newly -refurbished 
and re -gilded clock  

  éé to life at St Peterôs Church, St Albans  
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I met the lady below in Nice recently.  I say 
ñmetò - actually I was strolling down the 
Promenades des Anglais when suddenly 
there she was. True to my paparazzi ten-
dencies I immediately took out my box 
brownie and now I present her to you.  At 
the time I thought, well, now I wonôt ever 
feel overdressed.  For all I know this is stan-
dard garb for the average fashion conscious 
Nicoise maiden. It certainly makes our bish-
ops look a bit drab.  And for the archetypal 
Anglican who attends our 8.00 am services, 
where to be incognito is very much de 
rigueur, such ostentation must seem dis-
tasteful.  But then again, my impressively 
feathered friend was dressed for the Nice 
Carnival, and sometimes even the dullest 
saint gives themselves permission to party.  
Which is niceé... 

 
Permission to party - the lady from Nice  

The Vicar writes  

Read what the vicar 
wrote one hundred 
years ago by turning 
to page 10  

In the early twentieth 
century, vicars tended to 
write lengthy letters to 
their parishioners. These 
were usually published in 
the parish magazine.  By 
todayôs standards, some 
of these letters were often 
h e a v i l y  m o r a l i s t i c .  
Fortunately these letters, 
which are very revealing 
of the concerns of the 
time, and the parish 
magazines  in  which  they  
appeared, are available to 
us  in  the County archives 
which we have drawn 
upon in this edition. 

David 


