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Since mid-February business at St 
tŜǘŜǊΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
nearly as usual.  This is all thanks 
to the tremendous work of 
churchwardens Mark Waller, Irene 
Casper and Richard Butler;  Read-
ers, Margaret Tinsley and Godfrey 
[ƭƻȅŘΤ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ IƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ tǊƛŜǎǘΣ 
the Reverend Nancy Walthew; and 
Visiting Clergy, the Reverends An-
drew Stead and Jan Neale. 
 
The churchwardens have been 
responsible for ensuring the conti-
nuity of church business; for en-
suring that four services take place 

 

  ΧΧ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ {ǘ !ƭōŀƴǎ  

every Sunday, and that  
weddings and baptisms are 
properly staffed. They have 
had to get to grips with facets 
of church business which have 
been fairly invisible to them 
formerly, including the way in 
which applications for 
memorials in the garden of 
remembrance must be 
processed to gain approval.  
They have also been heavily 
involved in understanding and 
progressing a fairly complex 
appointments process for the 
new vicar. 

An early summer  scene near St Albans 

.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŀǎ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŜƪǎ ƴŜǿ ǾƛŎŀǊ 
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A Reader Writes 

With the appointment of a new vicar still 
ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦŦΣ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ wŜŀŘŜǊΣ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ 
¢ƛƴǎƭŜȅΣ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ Ψ¢ƘŜ ±ƛŎŀǊ 
²ǊƛǘŜǎΩ ǇƛŜŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ YŜȅΦ  
aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ wŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎΣ 
Godfrey Lloyd being the other. 

ΨIƻǇŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōǊŜŀǎǘΩΦ 
 
So wrote the poet, Alexander Pope. Just last week, 
at Loreto College, we had a wonderful example of 
that, with the visit of a young author. Nicole, now 
aged 20, suffered from cancer of the spine when 
she was 11, which has left her wheelchair-bound. 
Subsequent problems have caused her to lose her 
sight and hearing. Yet, undeterred, she has raised 
over £70,000 for the Teenage Cancer Trust and 
¸ŜŀǊ млΩǎ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
present her with a generous cheque. But what 
came across most strongly was her optimism, her 
cheerfulness, as she answered questions which 
had to be communicated onto her hand. She has 
ŜǾŜƴ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ψ.ƻƻƪǎ  

Margaret Tinsley 

ŦƻǊ [ƻǊŜǘƻΩ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ /ŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 
inspirational message of hope, especially to a year 
which has had more than its share of tragedy in the 
last couple of months. 
 
IŜǊŜ ŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ΨƘƻǇŜΩ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ΨIƻǇŜ DŀǊŘŜƴΩΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǾŜŘ 
stone there and our Christian hope of resurrection 
to eternal life. Over the past few months, I have 
taken several services of Interment of Ashes there. 
Every time, I have been struck with a sense of 
shame and of hope: shame at the graffiti on the 
fence ς now removed, thankfully ς at the general 
neglected atmosphere; hope that this place, given 
finance and hard work, could be an attractive and 
peaceful setting, a place where the bereaved, and 
others, could enjoy a time of quiet in pleasant 
surroundings. 
 
Lastly, hope binds us as we begin the process of 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƛƴŎǳƳōŜƴǘΥ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƛƎƘǘ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
mission. Indeed, this is our heartfelt prayer, as we 
say with the poet, Robert Bridges: 
 
Ψ!ƭƭ Ƴȅ ƘƻǇŜ ƻƴ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘΩΦ           

 

 Margaret 

{ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ IƻǇŜ {ǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƻǇŜ 
Garden which is currently being 
renovated - see page  12 


